Prostitution in Europe
-despite the fact that population rose from 1,851,792 to
2,660,559-
An estimate of 80,000 was once current for London,
__an unquestionable exaggeration.    The  Home  Office
reported in 1837 that the total number of prostitutes known to the police as living in houses of ill-fame, walking the streets and infesting low neighborhoods was 9,-409 ;45 twenty years later a similar return made by Sir Richard Mayne, Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, based on detailed reports from the several districts yielded a total somewhat smaller, 8,600; a decade later the number similarly reached had fallen to 6,515.4B An unofficial count recently made disclosed 8,000. If the figures for 1837*and 1857 are fairly representative, the later ones are certainly much too low. The probabilities ^re, liowever, that all these estimates include only notorious and unmistakable prostitutes^ excluding the numerous clandestine^ and partials who figure in the continental calculations.
Equally uncertain calculations have from time to time been put forth respecting other great cities. Dufour estimated the clandestine prostitutes of Berlin at 50,-ooo in 1896, at a time when just above four thousand were enrolled, assuming, that is, 12 clandestine for every registered woman.47 In three successive years, 1889, 1890, 1891, the morals police arrested for solicitation and similar offences 3,220, 3,537, and 4,019 women respec-
45 Gregory,  loc.  cit, p. 46.
49 William Acton, Prostitution (London, 1870) p. 4. Acton quotes also (p. 3) a police estimate of 6,371, for 1839.
47 P. Pollitz: Die Psychology des Verbrechers. (Leipzig, 1909) P. 85.                                                                             F *
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